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Welcome to spring in Cherokee!  I was indeed fortunate to begin the month in Atlanta 

Georgia at the Main Street National Conference.  We had a wonderful experience there.  

From beginning to end there were classes to inspire the smallest of Main Street towns. 

Magnificent walking tours were provided to ignite historic building restoration, informative 

presentations from vendors, and of course the delicious cuisine that only the south has to 

offer. I personally enjoyed our meal at Aunt Piddy Pat’s, which was inspired from the 

classic movie, Gone with the Wind. The trip of course was wonderful, but coming home to 

Cherokee makes you realize what a treasure we have here in Oklahoma.   

The town is buzzing with lots of new projects.  Main Street is overjoyed at all the new 

growth in town. Margaret and Keith Smith’s RandomArt Gallery is open.  This marvelous 

establishment is just the thing for an afternoon of friendly relaxation. Here you can 

schedule one of the new “trendy” art classes for a group, or perhaps seek a more cozy 

setting to hold a small baby or wedding shower. Strand Salon and Boutique is just what 

you need to get ready for the upcoming season.  Their up-to-the-minute chic stylists can 

help you decide on just the right look for the summer season. Give Jilisa a call for an 

appointment for a special occasion or a brand new look for summer. 

The new kid on the block, Ladybugs, Quilting and More is due to open May 1
st
.  JoAnn 

Luttrell is the proprietor in this quaint, informal setting.  Learn all that you need, or share a 

bit of knowledge with fellow seamstresses.  She can give you the hands-on, personal 

expertise needed to make your endeavor a work of art. 

Of course, we are looking forward to ACE rolling into town with selections of various 

gardening supplies, tools, and items for the home. David Parr and his excellent staff are 

waiting to help you with your home projects.  Having this asset in the same locality as our 

Napa store is an incredible inspiration. This kind of endeavor is a wonderful opportunity for 

small towns such as ours to expand its retail options. 

With new growth, comes new responsibility for our town.  Taking part in an organization 

like Main Street will give you the personal satisfaction of preserving the future for our 

children. Showing them, leading by example to be civic-minded about their community is 

essential to their feeling of oneness and gives them a sense of place. The special places 

we appreciate, protect and adapt for new uses embody our traditions.  Before you know it, 

a more diverse preservation community evolves; new ideas and new strategies emerge. 

Preservation is not just trying to hold on to old ways, it’s a journey from past to the future 

and to their futures beyond. 

Did you know…that April is volunteer month?  Remember, a volunteer doesn’t 

necessarily have an abundance of time…they just have an abundance of heart! 

 

 

 



The Bird and Crystal Festival weekend is April 24-25.  Early bird watching starts at 7 

am at the bird refuge.  Bring your binoculars, cameras or for the adventurous your art 

canvases to capture nature on the wing… 

Over at the Crystal Digs, we will be digging up some fun with the Main Street Board, 

Cherokee Republican and the folks at Sonic to bring you an exciting and fun filled 

morning adventure.  Imagine, bringing something from the sand that is nowhere else 

on the planet.  The Friends of the Great Salt Plains will be on hand to help us learn 

the fine art of excavation of the beautiful crystals.  Hourly giveaways, freshly grilled hot 

dogs, and a bucket full of fun is what you will find Saturday morning 9-1.  The awards 

take place at 11:30.  Lunch is from 11until 1. 

Make sure this is on your Bucket List! 

Bird & Crystal Festival 

 

April – Crystal Festival 

May – Farmers Market opens  

           Mother’s Day Giveaway 

           All School Reunion 

July – 4th Park Events & Fireworks 

Aug. – Rodeo & Parade 

Sept. – Main Street Banquet 

Oct. – Oct. Stroll & Turnip Festival 

Nov. – Merchant Open House 

Dec. – Santa comes to town!!! 

          

Looking Ahead in 2015 
 

 
A BIG THANK       
YOU TO  !!!! 
 
       B & D 
Landscaping for 
volunteering to 
care for the corner 
flower bump outs!  
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July 4th Celebration… 

Due to the construction at the High School Football Field, the fireworks, as well as 

the Rotary Club turtle races, will be held at the Alfalfa County Fairgrounds this 

year. The regular activities (sack races, horseshoes, egg toss, etc.) will still be held 

at the City Park.  Evening entertainment will be provided by Local Boyz 

Entertainment.  

HELP WANTED: We are in need of someone willing to attend the classes to 

become certified to set-off the fireworks!! Without this… the state no longer allows 

our firefighters to set them off.  Without them, we will not be able to have a 

fireworks display!! Please contact Schaun if you or someone you know would be 

interested.   

 

 



  

“Flyin’ High in 

Cherokee….. We 
are soaring!” 
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New light pole banners are on the way to downtown! They are new in 3 different ways. 
First, the design. One side will have the Main Street logo, and the other will have a 
Cherokee Chief logo. Second, there will be a 12 inch extension to the bottom for 
businesses to purchase for advertising. Third, the placement. The current ones are 
placed on the outside of the sidewalk, over the parking area. The new ones will be 
placed lower and over the sidewalk. This should make easier viewing as you walk down 
the sidewalk.  

We currently have sold 15 banners and sponsor slices which will fill the downtown area. 
We would like to carry these up and down Grand Ave. If you would be interested in 
purchasing one of these, please contact Schaun. The cost at this time will be $125 for 
advertising.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banners… 

My name is Megan 

(McMahan) Rice, I am the 

daughter of Kent & 

Brenda McMahan and the 

granddaughter of Ronal & 

Marguerite McMurtrey and 

the late Johnny & Jerry 

McMahan.  I am married 

to Tyler Rice.  I was born 

in Cherokee, which has 

been one of the greatest 

blessings of my life!!  I 

have served as Cherokee 

Main Street President for 

almost 2 years now, and 

was on the board before 

that for 3 years.  I love 

serving as the main street 

President. It’s such an 

honor to get a chance to 

give back to the 

community that has given 

me so much!!  I currently 

work at Farmers 

Exchange Bank as a drive 

in teller and as the 

marketing director.  My job 

and my duties as 

Meet the President…. 

 President go hand in hand 

- both of them ask me to 

be in the public’s eye and 

promote what each stands 

for.  I love representing 

FEB and Main Street, and 

I enjoy encouraging others 

to stand with us and 

promote Cherokee to be 

all that it can be!!  I look 

forward to what the future 

holds and I am excited 

that you, a business 

owner or citizens of 

Cherokee, are a part of 

that future! 

   While I am not at work 

or volunteering my time at 

Main Street I enjoy riding 

my beautiful horses.   I 

have been rodeoing and 

running barrels since I 

was 7 years old.  You 

could say I am totally 

obsessed with horses!!  

Some of the greatest joys 

of my life have been 

teaching and mentoring 

children to ride horses.  I 

recently took on the 

position of Cherokee 

Roundup Club secretary 

and stay very busy during 

the summer months 

planning and announcing 

CRC playdays.  I love 

seeing children enjoy the 

same activities I enjoyed 

as a child, I truly believe 

being around horses & the 

rodeo way of life made me 

who I am today. But with 

that said, I give all the 

glory and honor to our 

Savior Jesus Christ for 

guiding me in all I have 

done and all I will do!!   

God has and will always 

be a HUGE part of my life, 

he is my Savior.  Without 

HIM nothing is possible, 

but with HIM all things are 

possible!!   May He bless 

you today and always!    

 

 



Please take a few minutes and answer the questions below. When finished, 
please return to Schaun Aker at the Main Street office. We would REALLY 
appreciate your input!  Thanks!!!! 
 
What changes would you like to see in the City of  Cherokee? Remember, 
all of  us are in this together.  We want Cherokee to be the best it can be.  
Your opinions are important, take time to think what would be a benefit 
for all ages… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What can Main Street do to help you promote your business? Do you offer 
something at your business that the general public may not know about?  
A service, like a postal drop or I carry gifts for men in our store .. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there an area that you would like to be involved/become more involved 
in? Do you have a passion for your downtown area? Remember this is a 
great way to bring the whole family together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are  

On the  

 Web! 

 24/7 

cherokeemainstreet.org  

Cherokee Main Street 
121 E. Main Street 
Cherokee, OK 73728 

President – Megan Rice megpeg0613@akslc.net  

V, President – Cory Ellis ellisc@cherokee.k12.ok.us 

Secretary – Linda Warner lwarner@aklsc.net 

Treasurer – Paula Mahieu p-mahieu@hotmail.com 

Program Manager – Schaun Aker – mainstreet@akslc.net  

Promotions Chair – Phyllis Puffinbarger 580-884-8914 

Design Chair – Rebecca Hawkins rdhawkins@sbcglobal.net  

Economics Chair – Terry Ryel tryel@aklsc.net 

Josh Bellamy – josh@callbellamy.com 

Margaret Smith – cmradvertising@att.net 

Desi Moorhead – cherpubco@att.net 

Hanna Horstman – hanna.horstman@yahoo.com 

Jilisa McDonald – jilisa40@gmail.com  

Peggy Collins – simply_2007@hotmail.com  

 

The Board meets the 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month 

Meet the Board 
 

Phone 580-596-6111 
Fax   
E-mail  
mainstreet@akslc.net 

Like us on Facebook: 
Cherokee Main Street 
Schaun 

What Did You Learn?…. A Lot!!! 
Folks here in town have been asking me what I learned while I was at conference in 
Atlanta.  Hopping from one big city in these United States to another each year seems 
to be the norm now for this small town gal. Since my traveling companion lost her 
luggage until the last day of the conference last year, this minimalist has learned to use 
a carry- on bag with an extra set of clothing…just in case   

But seriously, the biggest thing that we hear at each conference, whether state wide or 
national is that it takes everyone to contribute to projects like the ones that we do here 
at Main Street.  Whether it is a project like the restoration of the façade on the front of 
a building, the watering and maintenance of the plant bum-outs, or who is grilling the 
hamburgers for the 4

th
 of July takes lots of planning and effort from everyone.  

If you took the time to view the partial video that I sent from when of my sessions, you 
are watching a room full of strangers all working together for a common cause.  They 
stenciled signage for the years upcoming events, erected a wooden chase lounge for a 
park, and decorated wooden pallets with silk flowers to be used as sectional pieces in 
a store downtown.  This all happened in an hour and a half.  What can we do in an 
hour volunteer session? The sky is the limit! 
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Go Green! 

Just let us know 
that you want your 
newsletter sent via 
email and we can 
make that happen!  
Just send us your 
email address with 
your request! 
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